































































































Gordon's Tech






Tech tips and notes with a bit of commentary. macOS and iOS mostly.
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Kindle: DRM only - no PDFs








The obvious knock on Amazon's Kindle is the DRM. If Amazon goes away, so do your books.

This isn't that big a deal for me. We long ago ran out of room for books, most books I buy I give away. I only keep a few, and those I could continue to buy as paper books.

Most of my books are ephemera. I'd need a house for books alone if I kept them all.

The bigger objection, for me, is that the Kindle can't read PDFs or any other eBook format:
Daring Fireball: DUM

...With iPods, while the iTunes Store is the only source for DRM-protected content that iPods support, you can easily fill your iPod with any popular non-DRM audio format other than WMA. Kindle supports a few other formats than its proprietary .azw, but the only way to use it for its main purpose — as a digital reader for popular mainstream books — is via its own proprietary DRM-protected format. I.e., Kindle actually is what ignorant critics have claimed regarding the iPod: a device designed to lock you in to a single provider of both hardware and digital content. You can easily and happily use an iPod without ever buying anything from the iTunes Store; without Amazon’s DRM-protected content, a Kindle is the world’s worst handheld computer...
I agree with DF. More than the DRM, it's the closure to any other format that marks this as a gift horse in need of dental inspection.

Update 11/19/07: DF might have been unfair. It's true they don't do PDF (a big negative), but Kindle can accept .DOC, txt and a few other formats.

On the other hand, you can't use it during takeoff and landing, or when you're stranded on the runway. It's electronic, remember? This alone would rule out the Kindle as a travel companion. Back to the paperback.
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2 comments:


	







Anonymous
said...

	

Why couldn't you use it in a plane? I use my Palm T3 during all the periods you described, and nobody complained. Sheesh.



	


25/11/07 1:37 PM








	








JGF
said...

	

I suspect you know that you were, technically, breaking TSA rules. One might debate the wisdom of the rules, but they still exist.

I also suspect if you were to inspect the faces of those about you, you would detect signs of annoyance.

Politeness requires one not annoy those obliged to share one's space, so I think this also falls under the Miss Manners category of "impolite".



	


25/11/07 5:26 PM
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About me


John Gordon is my longstanding blogging pseudonym. I can be reached at jgordon@kateva.org.
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